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Glastonbury powers past Avon 


LASTONBUI! | 


& 
Sic 


it iA 


2 4 
ay 
ne 
“a .* , 


- E10 Meee ar. 





Madison Handrahan gets vertical and gets a bucket. Story, more photos, pages 8-9. STEVE SMITH/COURANT COMMUNITY 
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GMA Dove award winner Mitch 
McVicker will be performing in 

Rockville. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 


Christian artist Mitch 
McVicker to perform 


The musician recently completed an 
album, which he calls a look at the past 
while moving forward. Page 3 


LOCAL NEWS 
Locals celebrating 
milestones 


From a first birthday to a102nd 
birthday and everywhere in between, 
we wish them all the best. Page 4 


LOCAL NEWS 


Connecticut 2021 grand 
lists swell 


Motor vehicle values have skyrocketed 
and land and building values have 
increased significantly. Page 5 


Contact us for more information 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 


Knitters, crocheters, 


quilters sought 

VERNON — STAFFORD SPRINGS — 
The Stafford Prayer Shawl Ministry meets 
from 2 to 3 p.m. the second Monday of each 
month, except July and August, in the Staf- 
ford Public Library, 10 Levinthal Run. 

The date of the next meeting will be 
on Monday, Feb. 14. The group welcomes 
individuals who would like to attend and 
knit, crochet, or quilt much needed prayer 
shawls. Members will also teach guests 
how to knit or crochet. 

If you cannot make the meeting but want 
to make prayer shawls at home, someone 
will pick them up. If you or your pastor 
knows of anyone who could use a prayer 
shawl, they will arrange for one to be 
picked up. 

Contact Karen at 860-982-5896 or 
Kathy at 860-684-9484 for information or 
pick-up arrangements. All are welcome. If 
the library is closed due to the weather, the 
prayer shawl meeting will be canceled also. 


Lions Club accepting 
scholarship applications 


EAST HARTFORD — Applications are 
available for the 2022 East Hartford Lions 
Club scholarships. These scholarships are 
given to East Hartford residents currently 
graduating from East Hartford High 
School, Synergy High School, Connecti- 
cut International Baccalaureate Academy, 
East Catholic High School, Great Path 
Academy, Connecticut River Academy or 
Howell Cheney Technical High School, 
who are planning to attend either a two 
or four year college or an occupational/ 
trade school. This scholarship has partic- 
ular emphasis on community service in 
East Hartford. The awarded scholarships 
will be forwarded towards the first year of 
higher education. 

Applications are available in the guid- 
ance offices of area high schools includ- 
ing East Hartford High School, Synergy 
High School, Connecticut International 
Baccalaureate Academy, East Catholic 
High School and Howell Cheney Techni- 
cal School. 

Completed applications are due to the 


East Hartford Lions Club Scholarship 
Committee by April 1 and can be mailed 
directly to the East Hartford Lions Schol- 
arship Committee at P.O. Box 380765, East 
Hartford, CT 06138, or sent to the Guid- 
ance Office at East Hartford High School 
or East Catholic High School. 

Scholarship winners will be announced 
at the Senior Scholarship Award Ceremony 
at the High School of the respective recip- 
ient. For any questions, contact Jill Gauth- 
ier, East Hartford Lions Club Scholarship 
Committee Chairman, at 860-569-0718. 


Bats of CT program taking 
place virtually 


GLASTONBURY — The Land Heritage 
Coalition of Glastonbury, Inc. will pres- 
ent a virtual program entitled “Bats of 
Connecticut,” focusing on the importance 
of conserving and protecting the flying 
mammals that are living in the state. 

The event will be hosted via Zoom at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 15. It is free of charge 
and open to the public. The program will 
feature Kim Hargrave, Education Director 
of the Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center 
in Mystic. 

Bats play a critical role in Connecticut’s 
ecosystems, however eight of the nine 
species found in the state are listed under 
the endangered species act, said Hargrave. 

This illustrated talk is virtual-only and 
designed for adults but is also suitable for 
older, interested children. There will be an 
opportunity for attendees to present ques- 
tions to the speaker following the presen- 
tation. 

Visit www.lhcglastonbury.org to regis- 
ter for this free Zoom event. The LHC will 
send a Zoom link via email a day prior to 
the event. Registration is limited. 


Let it Shine: The American 
Civil Rights Movement 
taking place 


SOUTH WINDSOR — The Friends of 
Wood Memorial Library are presenting 
“Let it Shine: The American Civil Rights 
Movement” on Thursday, Feb. 17, from 2 
to 2:45 p.m. 


This 45-minute professional production 
from North Carolina’s Bright Star Theatre 
is designed to provide an honest and acces- 
sible portrayal of the American struggle for 
Civil Rights. The Freedom Riders, ‘Bomb- 
ingham, the Montgomery bus boycott, and 
the March on Washington are just a few of 
the events that will unfold as you watch 
key figures from the time period brought 
to life and celebrated for their dedication 
to securing equal rights in America. 

Through stories and song, Let It Shine 
shows the high price that was paid by those 
who fought for equal rights during this 
turbulent time. Let it Shine is best appre- 
ciated by audiences from the 3rd grade to 
adult. Program fees are $5 per student and 
$15 per adult. 

Visit www.woodmemoriallibrary.org to 
pre-register. Wood Memorial Library & 
Museum is located at 783 Main St. 


American Legion Post 
hosting social hour, 


monthly meeting 


SOUTH WINDSOR — The Abe E. Miller 
American Legion Post 133 South Windsor 
meets on the third Tuesday of every month 
at the South Windsor Community Center, 
150 Nevers Road, room 205-207, at 7 p.m. 

All veterans are welcome to attend and 
are asked to bring a non-perishable food 
item to be donated to the SW food bank. 
Masks are required at all times. 

A veterans’ social hour will take place 
on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 9 a.m. 
The February social hour will take place on 
Feb. 17 at the South Windsor Community 
Center, 150 Nevers Road, in the teen center. 

Masks are required at all times in the 
building. No coffee or food will be served 
but guests may bring their own bever- 
age. Call Ken Lewis with any questions, 
860-416-5276. 


Bolton Center School 
holding kindergarten 


registration 


BOLTON — Bolton Center School will 
hold kindergarten registration for the 
2022-23 school year from Feb. 1 to March 


al, 

Due to COVID restrictions, registration 
will not be in person. Visit www.bolton- 
publicschools.com for registration forms 
and instructions or call 860-643-2411 and 
speak with Judy Ramsdell. 

Children must be 5-years-old on or 
before Jan. 1, 2023, to be eligible. When 
submitting your registration documents 
via email (jramsdell@boltonct.org), fax 
(860-646-4860) or mail (108 Notch Road, 
Bolton, CT 06040) include the follow- 
ing: Child’s birth certificate or baptismal 
certificate; proof of parent’s residency in 
Bolton (Please refer to the Bolton Resi- 
dency Requirements under the registration 
page); and current child’s immunization 
and physical information. 


Book club, dietitian 
program taking place at 
library 


MANCHESTER — The Manchester 
Public Library, 586 Main St., is hosting the 
following programs. Visit http://library. 
townofmanchester.org or call 860-645- 
0821 for more information. 

The Check ‘Em Out Book Club will meet 
in person for its February book discussion 
on Monday, Feb. 14, at 6:30 p.m. The book 
is Velvet Was the Night by Silvia More- 
no-Garcia. Copies of the book are available 
for checkout at both library buildings. No 
registration is required for this free in-per- 
son program. 

The library will host a registered dieti- 
tian, Tracey Luciani of ECHN, to speak on 
‘Nutrition As We Age’ on Thursday, Feb. 17, 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Whiton Branch Library, 
100 North Main St. 

Luciani will discuss the goals and advan- 
tages of weight loss, what the healthi- 
est meal plans are, and the diets that are 
successful for weight loss and how those 
change as we age. She will also explain the 
different nutrient recommendations for a 
variety of age groups. This is a free program 
for adults and registration is required. Call 
860-645-0821 for more information or to 
register. 
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Circulation and delivery 

If you wish to have the paper stopped, or to 
start receiving it, please call 860-525-5555 
or 800-472-7377, or contact Field Operations 
Manager John Wentworth at jwentworth@ 
courant.com. 


News and content submissions 
Contact Courant Community Editor Erin 
Quinlan at 860-875-3366, Ext. 3030 or 
equinlan@courant.com. 


Send press releases, community events and 
photos, news tips or letters to the editor to 
community@courant.com. 


To submit Good Neighbor items, 
birthday greetings, engagement or 
wedding announcements, email 
community@courant.com. 


Send news items by mail to Courant 
Community, PO Box 569, Hartford, CT 
06141-0569, or by fax to 860-875-9552. 


Advertising options 

To place acommercial classified ad, 

call 860-870-3044. For all other advertising 
needs, call 860-875-3366 or 888-456-2211. 
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Store mobile website. 
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Mitch McVicker to perform in Rockville 


By Steve Smith 


Courant Community 


VERNON — Billed as a concert that will 
“connect the everyday with the other- 
worldly,” Christian music artist Mitch 
McVicker will be performing in Rockville, 
on April 30. 

McVicker recently completed recording 
of his 12th album, “A Shrugging of the Shoul- 
ders,” which he calls an introspective look at 
the past while moving forward. 

McVicker began his vocational music 
journey working with the late Rich Mullins, 
a former roommate and musical partner. The 
two were in acar accident that killed Mullins 
and injured McVicker. Shortly thereafter, a 
song co-written by the duo, “My Deliverer,” 
was given the Gospel Music Association 
Dove Award for Song of the Year. 

McVicker’s musical career continued, 
naturally with a heavy influence by Mull- 
ins, and has spanned 2,200 concerts in 13 
countries, 11 full-length albums, and two 
EPs, as well as two live concert DVDs. He 
said his musical journey includes growing 
and evolving. 

“T wanted the songs on this album to be 
simple, similar to when I first started writing 
songs,” McVicker said. “But now I hope the 
songs connect with people in a non-complex 
way... while hopefully having some provok- 
ing lyrics that point us beyond ourselves toa 
God that is involved in our lives in ways that 
are often overlooked, undetected, and taken 
for granted.” 

McVicker’s live show, according to his 
website, is “a little bit Mark Twain meets 
MacGyver.” His quirky and inventive 
approach includes insightful song lyrics, 
unconventional instruments, and profound 
storytelling. 

“In working with these songs the last 
couple years, they have definitely breathed 
life into me,” he said. “I can’t wait to share 
them. I hope my concert will raise spirits and 
direct attention toward the good.” 


“Dr. Daniels highly 
qualified for hip and knee | 
replacemefit.surgery™ 


— ROBERT MCALLISTER, MD 
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Union Church will host a solo concert 
by McVicker on Saturday, April 30. Doors 
open at 7 p.m., and the event begins at 7:30 _ historic Rockville section of Vernon. Admis- 
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CHAD DANIEL, MD 
Orthopedic Surgeon 





GMA Dove award winner Mitch McVicker will be performing at Union Congregational Church in Rockville, on April 30. BOB BOYD 


p.m. The concert will be held in the beau- sion is free and dress is casual. 


tiful 600-seat sanctuary at 3 Elm St., in the 
mitchmevicker.com. 


recently joined Hartford Orthopedic Surgeons 
and has unique fellowship training in advanced robotic joint replace- 
ment surgery. He is passionate about customizing the right treatment 
plan for his patients, whether it be physical therapy, medications, or 
joint replacement surgery. For an appointment call (860) 525-4469. 
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Orthopedic Surgeon 


ROCKY HILL MANCHESTER AVON WILLIMANTIC ENFIELD 
: 5 Founders St. 
e 1111 Cromwell Ave. 277 W. Middle Tpke. 31 Ensign Dr. Ste. 202 
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For more information, visit www. 


9 Cranbrook Blvd. 
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LOCAL NEWS 


Community News 


from Page 2 


Indoor farmers market 
taking place at Nathan 
Hale 


MANCHESTER — Spruce Street Farm- 
ers Market will host its ‘Love Your Local’ 
indoor market at Nathan Hale, 160 Spruce 
St., on Saturday, Feb. 12, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

There will be 25 Connecticut farms, food 
vendors and artisans. SNAP/EBT will be 
accepted and doubled up to $10 (spend 
$10 and receive an additional $10 for fresh 
produce). Live music will be provided 
by Finn Rowan. Visit https://www.face- 
book.com/SpruceStreetMarketCT/ or call 
860-647-3089 for more information. 


Open house taking place 
at Galleries at WORK_ 
SPACE 


MANCHESTER — Enjoy multiple offer- 
ings at the Galleries at WORK_SPACE’s 
monthly 2nd Saturday open house, taking 
place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
12, at 903 Main St. 

View more than 100 pieces of artwork 
and poetry created by 43 CT artists explor- 
ing ‘Perspectives of Home’ Take a docent- 
led tour that includes the statistical and 
anecdotal research on the history of hous- 
ing in Manchester that is weaved through- 
out the exhibit, and shop for one-of-a-kind 
locally made items at the Love Local 
Pre-Valentine Pop-up Shop. 

Admission is free and the wearing of 
masks is required. Call 860-647-3168 or 
visit http://workspacemanchester.com/ 
art-culture for more information. After 
leaving WORK_SPACE, guests can walk 
down the street to the Market at the Fire- 
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stone Art Studio + Café, 115 Main St., for 
their small business pop-up. 


Club hosting program on 
emerald ash borer 


MANCHESTER — The Manches- 
ter Garden Club will present a recorded 
program titled, “The Emerald Ash Borer: 
A Threat to New England” at their virtual 
Zoom meeting on Monday, Feb. 14, at 7 p.m. 

Hannah Reichle, a past MGC scholar- 
ship recipient, will describe the ecolog- 
ical impact this insect has presented in 
Connecticut. Email info@manchestergar- 
denclubs.org for more information and a 
code to join the Zoom meeting. 


Club presenting program 
on container gardening 


VERNON — On Monday, Feb. 21, the 
Vernon Garden Club will show a short 
video showcasing the many possibilities 
of container gardening using different and 
recycled items to create interesting garden 
spaces. 

A discussion will take place immedi- 
ately afterward to bring out experiences, 
tips, and tricks from the club members 
about container gardening. A question and 
answer session will follow. 

The program will begin at 7 p.m. at the 
First Congregational Church of Vernon, 
695 Hartford Turnpike. A business meeting 
will follow. Guests are welcome. For more 
information, call 860-926-4332. 


Tunxis offering free tax 
assistance 


FARMINGTON — Free tax assistance 
is available at Tunxis Community College, 
271 Scott Swamp Road, through the Volun- 
teer Income Tax Assistance Program 
(VITA) on Fridays from Jan. 28 to April 8, 
by appointment, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
the Tunxis Library. 

In case of inclement weather, visit tunxis. 
edu, as college delays or closings will affect 
scheduled appointments. No services will 
be available Feb. 18 when the college is 
closed. 

Offered through Human Resources 
Agency (HRA) of New Britain, VITA offers 
free tax preparation for individuals and 
families who earned less than $58,000 in 
2021. 

For the fourth year, Tunxis business 
students are among the IRS-certified 
financial volunteers on campus, helping 
taxpayers prepare and electronically file 
their state and federal income tax forms. 
All information is kept strictly confidential. 
For appointments, visit www.hranbct.org/ 
vita, or call HRA at 860-356-2000. 


Turn to Community News, Page 7 









HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


Courant Community will print a current birthday photo FREE in one edition. Submit a 
current photo and 15-word description including name, age, birthday, town, your name, 
daytime phone number to community@courant.com or to Courant Community, P.O. Box 
569, Hartford, CT 06141. Please submit three weeks in advance to avoid disappointment. 





Happy 3rd Birthday, Blake (2/8): “With 
love, from your grandmother.” 


Happy 93rd Birthday, John (2/3): “Mr. 
John, hope you have an amazing day.” 
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Happy 102nd Birthday, Ruth (2/16): “Love 
and hugs, to an amazing lady! From, Your 
Family and Friends,” 


' 


Happy 21st Birthday, Nick (2/20): 
“Cheers to you and many more years! Love, 
Dad, Mom, and Tyler.” 


Happy Ist Birthday, Brielle (2/15): “You 
are the light of our lives. Love always. Mom, 
Dad, Grandma, and Grandpa.” 


Happy 12th Birthday, Annalise (2/18): “To 
our angel Annalise, love you always. Daddy, 
Grandma, Grandpa, and Moon. 


Happy 8th Birthday, Mark (2/1): “You're 
the most wonderful, loving boy in the world. 
Love, Mommy, Daddy, Alex, and Donald.” 


Happy 19th Birthday, Olivia (2/14): “To 
the sweetest gift | received on Valentine’s 
Day. Love you, GJ.” 


NEWS 


Vehicle and home 


values swell 


Connecticut grand lists 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
and Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


Motor vehicle values across Connecti- 
cut have skyrocketed as heavy demand 
and short supply continues. Communities 
that completed a real estate revaluation 
last year also are seeing land and building 
values, particularly residential properties, 
increase significantly. 

Motor vehicle values in Manchester rose 
by about $91.6 million, or 24.7%, over the 
previous year, according to the recently 
released 2021 grand list of taxable property. 

Across the state, the median increase 
in vehicle values was 25.7%, according to 
town assessment and collection director 
John Rainaldi, a member of the Connecti- 
cut Association of Assessing Officers’ 
motor vehicle committee. 

It’s likely that Manchester vehicle 
owners will pay more taxes for those cars 
and trucks, Rainaldi said, but the tax rate 
will not be set for a few more months. 

Soaring car values were a key factor in 
Windsor’s 3.24 percent townwide prop- 
erty value increase. Real estate values rose 
3.25 percent, while motor vehicle assess- 
ments jumped 27.8 percent, offsetting the 8 
percent drop in personal property assess- 
ments, town Assessor Lawrence LaBar- 
bera reported. 

Used car prices nationwide have jumped 
to an average of about $30,000, the result 
of a domino effect in the supply chain after 
semi-conductor and auto makers shut 
down to stop the spread of COVID-19 in 
2020, auto trade media have reported. 

“Dealerships with no new cars to sell 
suddenly didn’t have traded-in cars to 
resell or offer for auction, either,’ Motor- 
trend reported recently. “Nor did rental 
car companies have old, retiring vehi- 
cles to offer... This meant the supply of 
used cars shrunk so drastically that basic 
economics took over, pushing the in-de- 
mand vehicles’ prices higher.” 

The used car market is expected to cool 
as amore normal pattern of depreciation 
returns later this year, according to Jona- 
than Smoke, chief economist for Cox Auto- 
motive, which owns Kelley Blue Book, the 
car marketplace Autotrader, and Manheim 
Auctions, the country’s biggest wholesaler 
of used vehicles 

“Barring economic catastrophe, 
however, we won’t see a return to pre-pan- 
demic levels in used-vehicle values,” 
Smoke wrote in recent report. 

Real estate values also are up on town 


grand lists, especially in Manchester 
and other municipalities that in 2021 
conducted the once-every-five-years 
revaluation mandated by the state (motor 
vehicles and personal property are 
assessed annually). 

Manchester’s recently released Octo- 
ber 2021 grand list showed overall real 
estate values up by about $624.8 million, 
or 18.43%, over the previous year. Values 
of single- to four-family properties and 
condominiums rose by 26.96% due to 
revaluation. Industrial property values 
were up 13.46%, while apartment values 
rose by 10.99%. Other commercial prop- 
erties values, primarily retail, were down 
1.56%. 

Last year’s home buying frenzy spot- 
lighted Connecticut’s strongest residen- 
tial real estate market in a decade. Three 
times — in February, March and July — the 
Hartford metro area drew national atten- 
tion for its stunning drop in inventory of 
homes for sale in countrywide rankings of 
hot markets by real estate giant RE/MAX. 

The hot market began in 2020, touched 
off by the pandemic. Activity was driven 
in part by buyers fleeing urban areas such 
as New York City and Boston after gain- 
ing new freedom in the remote workplace. 
But buyers already in the state also sought 
more space as they settled into remote 
working and schooling. As the pandemic 
dragged on through the year, some large 
corporate employers in the Hartford 
area moved to make working from home 
permanent for some employees. 

In anon-revaluation year, Manchester’s 
real estate values likely would have risen 
by only about 1% due to additions, reno- 
vations and new construction, Rainaldi 
said. But while values are way up because 
of revaluation, the tax rate will decrease, 
he said. 

The main purpose of a revaluation is to 
correct inequalities in the tax burden that 
developed since the last revaluation. Most 
revaluations shift the tax burden between 
commercial and residential real estate, 
along with shifts within those categories. 

Suffield hadn’t fully completed its calcu- 
lations, but First Selectman Colin Moll 
said the town expected an overall increase 
of about 2.75 percent. 

“The motor vehicles percentage is 
expected to be just over 25 percent due to 
the current values of used motor vehicles,” 
Moll said. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be reached at jleav- 
enworth@courant.com. 
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REAL ESTATE 


NYC developer wants 
to build 199 apartments 
near Batterson Park 

in Farmington 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


FARMINGTON — A devel- 
oper is looking to build nearly 200 
apartments near Batterson Park 
alongside the Pondview Corpo- 
rate Center in Farmington, atown 
where more than 800 other new 
apartments are already planned. 

New York-based Pond LLC 
is proposing a four-story, 
56,000-square-foot apartment 
complex to join the center’s two 
office buildings. 

Pond View Apartments stands 
to become the fifth major apart- 
ment-construction proposal on 
the books in Farmington. Theo- 
retically, if developers built all five 
as planned they would add a total 
of more than 1,000 apartments in 
town. 

Details about the the Pond 
View project haven’t come out 
yet but will be part of the develop- 
er’s formal application for zoning 
approval later this year. 

Pond LLC bought the two three- 
story office buildings at Pondview 
Corporate Center in the summer 
of 2019. The buildings are home 
to about 20 tenants ranging from 
insurance agents and financial 
advisors to medical offices. 

Pond LLC paid just under $20 
million for the buildings at 74 and 
76 Batterson Park Road, as well 
as the surrounding 34 acres. Last 
month, the company applied for 
a local wetlands approval to add 
a new building with additional 
parking, a project that would 
cover about 3 acres. 

“The T-shaped building is to 
be four stories tall, accommodat- 
ing 199 units, with a courtyard 
containing an approximately 
2,100-square-foot pool situated 
along the western face of the 
building?’ according to a report by 
SLR International, a consultant 
working on the project. 

The original developer who 
constructed 74 and 76 Batter- 
son Park Road in the 1980s had 
planned a third building, too. 

“Due to changes in market 
demand, the building was never 
constructed, and the current 


developer has sought a zoning 
approval to permit the place- 
ment of a residential property on 
the site, which is currently zoned 
as ‘professional office, “ according 
to SLR’s report. 

Pond LLC contends its proj- 
ect would have no impact on a 
nearly 8-acre wetland nearby. 
When it began its review last 
week, the conservation and inland 
wetlands commission concluded 
it wouldn’t need a public hearing 
but did not reach a conclusion. 
The commission is scheduled to 
resume work Feb. 1. 

As of now, Pond LLC hasn’t 
filed a site plan nor requested a 
zone change from the Planning 
and Zoning Commission. That 
process will require a public hear- 
ing. 

Pond LLC is a unit of Sovereign 
Partners LLC, areal estate invest- 
ment firm based in a midtown 
Manhattan office tower. Sover- 
eign Managing Partner William 
Gentile, who is listed as the Pond 
LLC contact on the wetlands 
application, could not be reached 
for comment Wednesday. 

Among the other large-scale 
Farmington apartment proj- 
ects in the planning stage are the 
conversion of the former Hart- 
ford Marriott Farmington into 
224 one- and two-bedroom units. 
That property went through a sale 
last fall, but town officials believe 
the new developer is ready to 
resume work. 

Kaoud Real Estate Develop- 
ment LLC plans to build 190 
apartments around the site of the 
McCallum Building on Route 4. 
A third developer, Metro Realty, 
has approval to build up to 146 
apartments across Route 4 from 
the UConn Health campus, but 
neighbors have blocked that with 
a pending lawsuit. 

A fourth developer holds 
municipal approval to construct 
268 apartments in the town’s 
Unionville section, but that proj- 
ect hasn’t advanced in several 
years. 


Don Stacom can be reached at 
dstacom@courant.com. 


BUSINESS 


Manufacturing jobs are 
available in Connecticut 


By Erica E. Phillips 


Ctmirror.org 


When Jill Mayer gradu- 
ated from high school in 1999, 
career options felt more limited 
than what she sees available to 
today’s 18-year-olds. There was a 
“stigma,” Mayer said, “that if you 
don’t get a college degree, you’re 
not going to be able to make good 
money and have a long career.’ 

But she likes to think that’s 
changing. Mayer, 40, now runs 
her family’s Milford-based 
manufacturing business, Bead 
Industries, and she recently took 
the helm as president of industry 
group ManufactureCT. In both 
roles, she puts a lot of energy into 
cultivating the manufacturing 
sector’s next generation of work- 
ers and leaders. 

Building “awareness” among 
young people is vital for the 
future of Connecticut manufac- 
turing. 

After a half-century of decline 
in the sector, local, state and 
federal lawmakers are working 
to revive Connecticut’s industrial 
base. But without a next-gener- 
ation workforce to feed those 
green shoots, they could dry up. 

Tens of millions of dollars in 
state and federal funding, much 
of it matched by private sector 
contributions, have gone into an 
array of education and training 
programs to funnel Connecticut 
workers into manufacturing jobs. 

Indeed, many sectors are 
facing labor shortages as the 
economy heats up in the after- 
math of the pandemic recession. 
But policymakers have homed 
in on manufacturing because 
increased factory production 
often leads to “multiplier effects” 
— that is, increased activity in 
related sectors, like the compa- 
nies that source materials or 
provide services to the manufac- 
turing business. 

Since 2014, the state’s Manu- 
facturing Innovation Fund has 
supported a range of programs 
from career activities for K-12 
students to “pre-apprentice- 
ships” and funding for tuition, 
books and transportation for 
high school students taking 
college-level courses in manu- 
facturing. The state supports 


training programs in technical 
and comprehensive high schools, 
colleges and universities, the 
correctional system and online. 

Still, businesses and state lead- 
ers acknowledge challenges in 
getting the word out. Late last 
year, the fund’s board approved 
plans for an advertising campaign 
to “drive up awareness, interest 
and enrollment and contribute to 
a stronger workforce talent pipe- 
line in the future,” 

The state has a long way to 
go. In late 2020, the Governor’s 
Workforce Council estimated 
that Connecticut’s current manu- 
facturing training programs 
could produce about 3,000 new 
employees a year at best. That’s 
half of the projected annual 
demand for the next several 
years. 


Millennials in CT 
opted for office jobs. 
Will Gen Z return to 
trade gigs? 


Manufacturing enjoyed a posi- 
tive reputation for much of the 
mid-20th century, but by the late 
1990s and early 2000s, that was 
shifting. Union membership had 
declined, and young people were 
increasingly turned off by what 
they perceived as dirty, danger- 
ous and grueling careers in a 
field with few opportunities for 
growth. And federal funding cuts 
led to the elimination of techni- 
cal skills instruction at many 
comprehensive high schools. 

At the same time, the infor- 
mation technology sector was 
booming, and supply chains were 
going global. Some U.S. factory 
production shifted to making 
high-tech products. Other oper- 
ations brought in new machines 
and automation that boosted 
productivity. And many compa- 
nies relocated their manufac- 
turing facilities to parts of the 
world with lower labor costs. The 
combined factors led to a massive 
drop-off in America’s manufac- 
turing workforce. 

Today, fewer than 160,000 
people work in manufacturing in 
Connecticut, accounting for less 
than 10% of the workforce. That’s 


slightly higher than the national 
figure of 8.4%. 

That generation-wide shock 
to the manufacturing business 
left physical shadows across 
Connecticut in the form of vacant 
factory properties, often situated 
prominently along the river- 
banks, in dozens of the state’s 
towns and cities. Gen Z came of 
age amid the looming husks of 
the industry’s past — looking on 
as many were repurposed into 
upscale residential and retail 
spaces. 

Colin Cooper, the state’s chief 
manufacturing officer and chair- 
man of the Manufacturing Inno- 
vation Fund’s advisory board, 
grew up in New Britain when 
it was known as the “Hardware 
Capital of the World.” Several 
manufacturers occupied the 
“very large monolithic brick 
buildings” downtown, Cooper 
recalled. It was so bustling, he 
said, “you didn’t want to be 
caught there at shift change.” 

By contrast, today’s factory 
operations “tend to be smaller 
and specialized, and they’re 
predominantly located in 
light industrial parks out in 
the suburbs at the end of some 
cul-de-sac,’ Cooper said. “It’s not 
front-of-mind as muchas it was.” 

And many current K-12 
students don’t personally know 
adults who work in the field. 
With a much smaller cohort 
among Generation X and Millen- 
nials, Connecticut’s manufactur- 
ing workforce skews older. More 
than one-third of the indus- 
try’s workers are over age 55, 
compared to around 27% across 
all sectors, according to the state 
labor department. 

Abigail Nadeau, a high school 
senior studying mechanical 
design and engineering at Ella 
T. Grasso Tech in Groton, said 
she wasn’t very familiar with the 
manufacturing field before she 
started exploring the program at 
school. 

Last summer, Nadeau interned 
at Electric Boat, and she hopes to 
work there after graduation. 


Erica E. Phillips is a reporter 

for The Connecticut Mirror 
(ctmirror.org). Copyright 2022 © 
The Connecticut Mirror. 
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GOOD NEIGHBOR 


Your reader-to-reader column 


FREE 

COUCH: Two piece, flowered 
upholstery, with double bed 
under, and chaise. (L107 D39 H 
30 , chaise W 31 D 68 ). Excellent 
condition. 860-643-0294. 
VENTLESS GAS STOVE: Works 
great. Used just one winter. Very 
good condition. Must pick-up. 
Roger at 860-944-3157. 


QUESTIONS 

GREEN TRIPE: Seeking a farmer 
who can sell green tripe to feed 
to my dogs. 860-267-6040. 
MEMORY CARDS: Looking 

for someone to donate or sell 
cheaply the following: A CF 

card or CF32 card for use in an 
older A85 canon camera or any 
SanDisk card, only 2.0 gigabytes. 
860-648-9147. 

TABLET ASSISTANCE: Seeking 
someone to set up tablet and 
phone. Will pay. 860-666-5699. 
FOUND: Baseball Card in 
protective plastic cover found 

in Marlborough, Connecticut 

in 2014, unintentionally tucked 
away, and recently uncovered. 
Send an email to cs-137@outlook. 
com with an accurate description 
of the card, and we'll get it back 
to the owner. 

CLOWNS: Seeking clowns of all 
sizes to cheer up a sick child. 
Contact Ron at 860-613-0860. 
TILES: Seeking 115 ceramic tiles, 
two inches by two inches. Any 
color. 860-432-8050. 

SEEKING TO RENT: At least 
1,500 to 2,000 sq. ft. of cold 
storage. Rocky at 860-490-3816 
or 860-872-6269. 

RECORDS: Seeking classical 
music vinyl albums for record 
player. 860-680-1299. 

DRONE FOUND: Vicinity of Elm 
St & Courtney Drive, Rocky Hill. 
Text with description for return. 
860-402-2655. 

FOUND EYEGLASSES: Eyeglasses 
found on Carriage Drive, 
Manchester. 860-646-4242. 
CPAP Machine: Senior in need of 
an inexpensive but working CPAP 
machine. 860-512-0684. 


Be a good neighbor 


AUTO MECHANIC: Seeking auto 
mechanic to repair pickup truck. 
Am senior citizen, phone with 
reasonable price. 860-796-6132. 
FURNITURE: Seeking a light 
wooden chest having five 
drawers in good condition. Call 
after 5 p.m. 860-665-0141. 

LOST BRACELET: Bracelet lost at 
ALDIs of Rocky Hill by carriages. It 
was a birthday gift. Call if found. 
860-778-8556. 

PUZZLE SWAP: Will meet half 
way if too far to go. Have 20, most 
new. 860-568-1378. 

SEEKING ITEMS FOR GAS 
ENGINE: Need flywheel and 
electric starter for 8 H.P. Briggs 
and Stratton gas engine. 860- 
633-5329. 

SEEKING: Small boat trailer for a 
12 boat, will buy. 860-741-2633. 
NECKLACE FOUND: On Carillon 
Drive, Rocky Hill. Call with 
description for return. 860-965- 
6672. Messages will be returned. 
SNOW SHOVELING HELP: 
Senior looking for an individual 

to shovel out parking space and 
clean off car after snow storms in 
Collinsville. 860-305-6701. 

CAR: Seeking automobile to help 
out with transportation in 2022. 
Elderly with low Social Security. 
860-515-1488. 

LAPTOPS: Collecting used or new 
laptops from kind donors. These 
laptops will be donated to school 
kids in Ghana. Contact Ben, 423- 
676-8815. 

NAUTICAL ROPE: Looking for 
free 12- or %-inch nautical rope 
for DIY projects. 860-490-8956. 
PROPANE: Seeking propane 
Salamander. Will pay a 
reasonable price. 860-749-2190. 
LAWN MOWING, SNOW 
REMOVAL: Does anyone know of 
someone who mows grass and/ 
or plows snow? 860-289-0101 
after 5 p.m. 

CAR: Seeking a donated 

good running car for elderly 
person in Putnam for doctor 
appointments. Cannot afford 
one. 508-335-5060. Leave a 
message. 


To submit, send an email to community@courant.com or mail to 285 
Broad St., Hartford, CT 06115. Good Neighbor is a service by Courant 
Community. Questions and answers are provided by our readers and 
are not verified. Medical information cannot be published. Caution 
should be exercised at all times. The publisher is not responsible for 


damage to any person or property. 
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Hartford Library hosting 


Covid-19 vaccine clinics 

HARTFORD — Hartford Public Library will be 
hosting COVID-19 vaccine clinics in partnership 
with Griffin Health at three locations across the city 
during February and March. 

The times and locations of the clinics are as 
follows: Downtown Library, 500 Main St., Feb. 5, 
12, 19, 26, 1 to 4 p.m., Vaccines available for those 5 
and up. 

Albany Library, 1250 Albany Ave., Feb. 10, 24; 
March 10, 24; 2 to 5 p.m. Vaccines available for those 
5 and up. 

Camp Field Library, 30 Campfield Ave., Feb. 3, 17; 
March 3, 17; 2 to 5 p.m. Vaccines available for those 
12 and up. 

Appointments are not required. First doses, 
second doses and booster shots will be available. 
Patients are asked to bring identification and insur- 
ance information if available, but nobody will be 
turned away for lack of an ID or insurance. Anyone 
under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian. 

[subhead]Hartford Men in Harmony offering 
singing valentines|/subhead| 

AREA - Surprise your sweetheart with a singing 
valentine performed live by an authentic barbershop 
quartet from the Hartford Men in Harmony chorus. 

Singing Valentines will be delivered to your home, 
office, restaurant etc. in the greater Hartford area 
Saturday, Feb. 12 through Monday, Feb. 14. 

For a suggested donation of $60, the singing valen- 
tine includes a live song, a personalized card, a box 
of chocolates and a rose. To place an order for a Sing- 
ing Valentine, call 860-985-8008.American Legion 
Locks cancels event 

ENFIELD — WINDSOR LOCKS — Due to an 
uptick in COVD-19 cases, the Gensi-Viola Post No. 
36, The American Legion of Windsor Locks, is 
canceling its Three Chaplains dinner, scheduled 
for Saturday, Feb. 19. Visit http://www.ct.legion. 
org/?page=post&p=36 for more information. 


Taste of Windsor goes online for 
auction, hosts Restaurant Week 


WINDSOR — First Town Downtown of Wind- 
sor’s Taste of Windsor event has gone online for the 
auction — Feb. 6 to 13, and out to Windsor restau- 
rants for a new Restaurant Week, from Feb. 14 to 
18. The public may bid on auction items and order 
from select restaurants during Restaurant Week to 
support the cause. 

This year, the organization will hold its online 
auction on Facebook, as before, and has organized a 
coordinating Restaurant Week to heavily promote 
local restaurants. Visit https://www-.firsttowndown- 
town.org or https://www.facebook.com/firsttown- 
downtown for more information. 


Enfield Library hosting 
storytime, Clifford movie 


ENFIELD — Registration for storytimes at the 
Enfield Public Library, 104 Middle Road, begins 


Monday, Feb. 14, at 9 a.m. in the Children’s Room 
and continues through the rest of the week. 

Time for Twos will meet at either 9:30 a.m. on 
Tuesdays or 10:30 a.m. on Thursdays. A caregiver 
must accompany each child. 

Terrific Threes will meet on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Fantastic Fours and Fives will meet on Tuesdays at 
1:30 p.m. and Marvelous Threes & Fours will meet 
on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. Sign-up will be for one 
session only and for only one storytime per week. 
Storytimes begin March 1 and 3. 

Watch Clifford: the Big Red Dog, rated PG, at the 
Enfield Library on Friday, Feb. 18, at 6:30 p.m. Front 
lobby doors open at 6 p.m. 

Call the library at 860-763-7518 or 860-763-7512 or 
visit www.enfieldpubliclibrary.org for more infor- 
mation. 


Bake, tag sale taking place at 
Somersville Congregational 


SOMERSVILLE — The Ladies Aide Society of the 
Congregational Church of Somersville will be hold- 
ing a combined bake sale and tag sale in the social 
room of the church located at 22 Maple St. on Satur- 
day, Feb. 12, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The tag sale will also run Sunday, Feb. 13, from 
noon to 3 p.m. Wear a mask and try to stay socially 
distanced when you are in the building. Money 
raised helps support the ministries and programs 
of the Congregational Church of Somersville. 


Enfield offering Covid-19 testing 
site for residents 


ENFIELD — The Town of Enfield is partnering 
with the North Central District Health Department 
and PhysicianOne to offer free PCR COVID-19 tests 
for the Enfield community. As of Feb. 1, the testing 
site is located at The Annex, at 124 North Maple St. 

The hours will be Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
4 to 7 p.m. and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Residents must register online to make an appoint- 
ment. Visit https://www.enfield-ct.gov/ for more 
information. 


Super Bowl Hike taking place 
along Scantic River 


ENFIELD — Join members of the Scantic River 
Watershed Association before the big game on Super 
Bowl Sunday, Feb. 13, for a hike along the Scantic 
River. 

The hike will begin at 1 p.m., is open to the general 
public and there is no fee involved. The SRWA is 
asking all participants to donate a non-perishable 
food item to benefit the Enfield Food Shelf. 

The hike will begin at the parking lot at the 
Powder Mill Barn located at 32 South Maple St. The 
hike will be a self-guided historical tour (maps will 
be provided) along the scenic Scantic River. 

The route will tour along the Scantic River, show- 
casing the historical features found along its banks 
leftover from the Hazard Powder Company, which 
ceased operations in the early 1900s. 


Turn to Community News, Page 10 
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° COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 


Glastonbury girls’ basketball 
team powers past Avon 


Courant Community | Thursday, February 10, 2022 
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Glastonbury’s Gisel Astiasaran gets a good look and two 
points. STEVE SMITH PHOTOS 


Laureen F. Rubino, M.D. 
Board Certified General Surgeon 
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EFFECTIVE NON-INVASIVE IN-OFFICE 
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENT. 


Call today to schedule a private evaluation. 


S.C. 


945 Main Street, Suite 105, Manchester, CT 


By Steve Smith 


Courant Community 


GLASTONBURY — The 
Glastonbury girls’ basketball team 
improved to 9-5 after a win over 
Avon (4-10), on Feb. 1. 

After a slow first quarter (8-8), 
both teams picked up the pace, 
but Glastonbury’s experience and 
depth had it slowly pull away and 
keep the lead to the end of the 
game, finishing with the 44-29 win. 

Glastonbury coach Chris 
Vozzolo said his team is comprised 
of great student athletes who are 
a “great group to coach,” lead 
primarily by seniors Sydney Kehl 
and Kylie Feeney. 

Despite not having a ton of expe- 
rience, the Guardians still have a 
decent amount of depth. 

“We've got alot of girls who can 
step in there and play, and compete 
for minutes on a day-to-day basis,” 
he said. “It’s somewhat of an even 
group down the line, that’s why we 
keep such a heavy bench.” 

“From them it just trickles 
down. They’re fun to coach, they 
work hard, they listen extremely 
well?” Vozzolo said, adding that 
the team is going to be fine-tun- 
ing over the next few weeks as the 
regular season becomes the post- 
season. 

“We’ve got to work on a bunch 
of things,” he said. “We’ve got to 
work on some of the fundamentals, 
like being strong with the basket- 


860.645.1232 


www.laureenrubinomd.com 








Martford Courant 


ball and running our offensive sets 
the right way. As that stuff comes, 
I’m not going to second-guess this 
team’s effort. I know they’re going 
to bring it every single night. If we 
can just get a little better at finish- 
ing, we'll be a tough team to beat.” 

Avon coach Drew Faucher 
said his team knew Glastonbury 
would be a challenge, and at the 
very least, it could learn something 
from the game. 

“This was areally good game for 
us to measure ourselves against a 
better team - a bigger school, and I 
think there’s a lot we can take away 
from it.” 

Getting more discipline in the 
Falcons’ offensive sets, the coach 
said, is one way they can improve. 
They can also learn to be a little 
more aggressive. 

Faucher said his team just needs 
more experience to reach the next 
level. 

“They’ve been dealt their share 
of adversity, just like everyone else 
in this tricky season,’ Faucher said. 
“These kids show up every day 
with a smile of their faces, they 
keep fighting and keep battling. 
We've got alot of young kids work- 
ing hard to step up and grow this 
year, and slowly but surely, we’re 
making those strides.” 

For compete schedules, visit 
www.ciacsports.com. 

For more photos, visit www. 
courant.com/community/glaston- 
bury. 
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about 8 years old. Silver Fox is diabetic, so he will 
need insulin twice a day - don't let the scare you, 
we can talk to you about how to manage it. This 


sweet boy can't wait to find his new family. 


CT CAT CONNECTION | WINDSOR CT 





WWW.CTCATCONNECTION.ORG 
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Meet Ren! 


Ren is ready to rock your world! 

This 4 year old cutie appreciates a 
good play session, but his favorite 
spot is on your lap receiving plenty 
of pets! Ren is FIV+, but cats with FIV 
can still live long, healthy, and normal 


lives in a safe, nurturing environment. 
He requests to be your one and only 
pet to soak up all the attention and 
love. To learn more, please contact 
Our Companions at pa 


860.242.9999 Ext. 302 
OTe Te @olanyey-lalrolacnelce 
lm(=dhe) i fal=1x@l0]c@ce)anl ey-lalrelasnelce) 


Our ; 
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Animal Rescue & Sanctuary 





Avon’s Adi Standish tries a shot over the head 
of Glastonbury’s Kiley Feeney. 





GOTTIER 


FUEL CO., INC. 







Keeping Our Neighbors Warm Over 55 Years 
Full Service Fuel Co. 
Automatic Oil Delivery 
Maintenance Plan Only $1965 
Affordable Oil Plans | 


Free Estimates (£4 SI ‘A+ 
860-875-6281 ~~ At 


221 West Main St. Vernon, CT =1(O)elslonn 


Lic.#308294-S3 HOD#257 
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Glastonbury’s Alyssa Healy dribbles past 
Avon’s Gianna Godbout. 


Windsor Locks Oil Company 
Save with Cash 
C.0.D. and Automatic Delivery! 


Order Online Receive 


Bene on WAV TANTATTT avo F-yo) a foles -€y0) | Perey iy] 


e Same Day Delivery ¢ Full Service 
e Budget Plans ¢ Automatic Delivery 


860-623-1214 


556 Elm Street, Windsor Locks, CT 
ae = a 


PIA) =153\'4 | 0] = 


LO) DE 4e) 
License no. 1129835 
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Boiler & Furnace Tuneups 
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CROSSWORD Solution located elsewhere in this section 


Three Sisters 


CREATORS NEWS SERVICE 


ACROSS 


1 Agreement 
5 Kind of belly 
9 Madcap escapade 
14 Narcissus’s adorer 
15 Chorus line 
16 Stan's buddy 
17 Modern esne 
18 Religious group 
19 Softly, to Ozawa 
20 Broadway musical 
23 Pup’s treater 
24 Overtime requirement 
25 Reporter Donaldson 
28 Black-and-blue 
31 Wrap 
32 Index series 
33 December flier 
34 Potential prince 
35 Shane sound effect 
36 Be optimistic 
39 Selfish person 
40 Elway targets 
41 Wild times 
42 Thrice, to start with 
43 Bit of dust 
44 Pinocchio parts 
45 Time frame 
46 Nabokov novel 
47 Prepare to drive 


48 Accepts blindly 

54 Blazing 

56 Monroe or Garbo 
57 Part of the mouth 
59 Mark Lenzi, e.g. 
60 Dublin site 

61 Pay the coquette 
62 A-line or shirtwaist 
63 Rank, athletically 
64 Protuberance 





DOWN 


1 Zestiness 
2 Sky kings 
3 Kind of hound 
4 Muscle quality 
5 Moistened while cook- 
ing 
6 Choose 
7 Design metal, in a way 
8 Celestial movements 
9 Cloned 
10 Made land 
11 Kindergarten 
12. _~—~Heldenleben 
13 Packard chaser 
21 Tony musical, 1980 
22 Olympic symbol 
26 Takes to heart 
27 Apportions 
28 More relaxed 


By Charles Preston 


29 Obligatory 

30 Turn left 

31 Figure on a cake 

33 Coal carrier 

34 Therapy subjects 

35 Willie, the jockey, 
familiarly 

37 Rock-hound’s find 

38 Platonic letter 

43 Creative ones 

44 Ransacked 

47 Express boredom 

49 Mythical war-lover 

50 Garfield foil 

51 7he__ Duke 

52 Pickup order 

53 Halfnelson, e.g. 

54 Increase 

55 Cone bearer 

58 Payoff 
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Part of the hike requires hiking a fairly 
steep incline. The total distance is about 
two miles and takes about an hour. Wear 
hiking shoes, dress warmly and show off 
your favorite Super Bow] team colors. 

All CDC and Covid protocols will be 
followed. All hikers should utilize social 
distancing recommendations and unvac- 
cinated participants are asked to wear a 
mask. Heavy precipitation of rain, snow 
or icy trails may cancel the hike. For more 
information contact trip leader Mike 
Dynia at mdynia@yahoo.com or 860-573- 
6620. 


Tunxis offering free tax 
assistance 


FARMINGTON — Free tax assis- 
tance is available at Tunxis Community 
College, 271 Scott Swamp Road, through 
the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
Program (VITA) on Fridays from Jan. 28 
to April 8, by appointment, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the Tunxis Library. 

In case of inclement weather, visit 
tunxis.edu, as college delays or closings 
will affect scheduled appointments. No 
services will be available Feb. 18 when the 
college is closed. 

Offered through Human Resources 
Agency (HRA) of New Britain, VITA 
offers free tax preparation for individ- 
uals and families who earned less than 
$58,000 in 2021. 

For the fourth year, Tunxis business 
students are among the IRS-certified 
financial volunteers on campus, helping 
taxpayers prepare and electronically file 
their state and federal income tax forms. 

All information is kept strictly confi- 
dential. For appointments, visit www. 
hranbct.org/vita, or call HRA at 860-356- 
2000. 


Hartford Library hosting 
Covid-19 vaccine clinics 


HARTFORD — Hartford Public 
Library will be hosting COVID-19 vaccine 
clinics in partnership with Griffin Health 
at three locations across the city during 
February and March. 

The times and locations of the clinics 
are asfollows: Downtown Library, 
500 Main St., Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, 1 to 4 p.m., 
Vaccines available for those 5 and up. 

Albany Library, 1250 Albany Ave., Feb. 
10, 24; March 10, 24; 2 to 5 p.m. Vaccines 
available for those 5 and up 

Camp Field Library, 30 Campfield Ave., 
Feb. 3, 17; March 3, 17; 2 to 5 p.m. Vaccines 
available for those 12 and up. 

Appointments are not required. First 
doses, second doses and booster shots 
will be available. Patients are asked to 


bring identification and insurance infor- 
mation if available, but nobody will be 
turned away for lack of an ID or insur- 
ance. Anyone under the age of 18 must 
be accompanied by a parent or guardian. 


Hartford Men in 
Harmony offering singing 


valentines 


AREA — Surprise your sweetheart with 
a singing valentine performed live by an 
authentic barbershop quartet from the 
Hartford Men in Harmony chorus. 

Singing Valentines will be delivered to 
your home, office, restaurant etc. in the 
greater Hartford area Saturday, Feb. 12 
through Monday, Feb. 14. 

For a suggested donation of $60, the 
singing valentine includes a live song, a 
personalized card, a box of chocolates 
and arose. To place an order for a Sing- 
ing Valentine, call 860-985-8008. 


Newington Mobile 
Veterans Memorial 


registration open 


AVON — NEWINGTON — The 
Newington Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment is now accepting registration for 
the Mobile Veterans Memorial for 2022. 
This year’s Veterans Memorial is being 
built by the Parks and Recreation Staff 
and will showcase a 22 ft. long, 13 ft. high 
display that will honor veterans, living 
and deceased, as well as active military 
service members. 

Each name space will include the 
service member’s name and applica- 
ble branch of the military as part of the 
display. 

The monument will showcase 320 
veterans’ names, four American flags 
with one in each corner of the trailer, 
and five military flags, one for each of the 
branches of the armed forces. 

The department is working with Jeff 
Gambino of Image Ink to print six large 
4 ft. by 12 ft. monument replica signs with 
64 name spaces on each. 

Anyone can purchase an honored name 
space, approximately three inches by 14 
inches, for $30 each for new name regis- 
trations (1st year on memorial) or $15 
each for name renewals. 

Visit www.newingtonct.gov/parksan- 
drec to register online. The proceeds will 
be split with the fundraising groups that 
sell the name recognition spaces for the 
Department and the Patriotic Fireworks 
Fund for the Life. Be in it. Extravaganza. 

Organizations such as the VFW, Amer- 
ican Legion, Knights of Columbus, Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, and any other inter- 
ested parties should call the Parks and 


Turn to Community News, Page 11 


LOCAL NEWS 


Community News 
from Page 10 


Recreation office to obtain the registration 
forms to be filled out by their organization’s 
representative. 


Museum receives 
operating support grant 


WETHERSFIELD — The Webb-Deane- 
Stevens Museum was awarded a $50,500 
CT Cultural Fund Operating Support Grant 
from Connecticut Humanities, the state- 
wide, nonprofit affiliate of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 

The CT Cultural Fund Operating 
Support Grant will support the muse- 
um’s efforts to expand its programming, 
including K-12 educational offerings, tours, 
lectures, exhibitions and workshops and 
make its collections more widely available 
for public enjoyment. 

“We are grateful to Connecticut Human- 
ities for so generously recognizing the 
Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum’s efforts to 
preserve cultural legacies and heritages for 
future generations,” said Executive Direc- 
tor Joshua Campbell Torrance. “This vital 
funding will enable us to explore ways we 
can engage with new audiences and better 
connect the museum to our community.” 

The Webb-Deane Stevens Museum 
was one of 624 organizations in Connecti- 
cut that was awarded CT Cultural Fund 
support totaling $16 million from CT 
Humanities. 

The CTCFOSG will assist organizations 
as they recover from the pandemic and 
maintain and grow their ability to serve 
their community and the public. 


Mark Erelli to perform at 
The Universalist Church 


WEST HARTFORD — Mark FErelli will 
be performing at the Sounding Board with 
an in-person concert on Saturday, Feb. 19, 
at 7:30 p.m. The doors will open at 7 p.m. 
and a regional local act will open the night 
at 7:30 p.m. Erelli performs at 8 p.m. 

The concert will be held in the audito- 
rium at the Universalist Church, 433 Fern 
St. The price is $20 for members and $25 
for non-members. 

Visit https://www.brownpapertickets. 
com/event/5338065 for more informa- 
tion and tickets. Proof of vaccination and 
a face mask will be required at entry. Cost 
to attend is $20 for members and $25 for 
non-members if purchased in advance. 


Zutfar Bikbov to perform 
art demo virtually 


AVON — The Avon Arts Association will 
host Zufar Bikbov on Tuesday, Feb. 15, at 
6:30 p.m. He will conduct a demonstration 
in oils, via Zoom. Email avonartsassocia- 
tion@gmail.com for the Zoom link. Visit 
www.zufar.com and www.avonarts.org for 
more information. 


Westminster School 
to present ‘Something 


Rotten!’ 


SIMSBURY — Westminster School’s 
Dramatic Association will present the 
musical comedy “Something Rotten!” Feb. 
18 to 20 in the school’s Werner Centennial 
Center. 

Stuck in the shadow of a Renaissance 
rock star known as “The Bard,” two broth- 
ers, Nick and Nigel Bottom, set out to write 
the world’s first musical. But amid the scan- 
dalous excitement of opening night, the 
Bottom brothers realize that reaching the 
top means being true to thine own self — 
and all that jazz — in this hilarious mashup 
of 16th-century Shakespeare and 21st-cen- 
tury Broadway. The show is rated PG-13. 

Performances will take place Feb. 18 
and 19 at 7:30 p.m., and Feb. 20 at 2 p.m. 
They are free and are open to vaccinated 
members of the public with no Covid-like 
symptoms. Masks are required to be worn 
in Werner Centennial Center, and campus 
visitors will be seated separately from 
members of the school community due to 
Covid safety protocols. 

Westminster School is located at 995 
Hopmeadow St. in Simsbury. Parking 
will be available in the lot adjacent to the 
Armour Academic Center. 


Knitters, crocheters, 
quilters sought 


VERNON — STAFFORD SPRINGS — 
The Stafford Prayer Shawl Ministry meets 
from 2 to 3 p.m. the second Monday of each 
month, except July and August, in the Staf- 
ford Public Library, 10 Levinthal Run. 

The date of the next meeting will be 
on Monday, Feb. 14. The group welcomes 
individuals who would like to attend and 
knit, crochet, or quilt much needed prayer 
shawls. Members will also teach guests 
how to knit or crochet. 

If you cannot make the meeting but want 
to make prayer shawls at home, someone 
will pick them up. If you or your pastor 
knows of anyone who could use a prayer 
shawl, they will arrange for one to be 
picked up. 

Contact Karen at 860-982-5896 or 
Kathy at 860-684-9484 for information or 
pick-up arrangements. All are welcome. If 
the library is closed due to the weather, the 
prayer shawl meeting will be canceled also. 


Experience 


Lic. #392776 


Over 
25 Years 


= MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTORSu 


Heating, 
Air Conditioning, 
Sheet Metal Fabrication 
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BEST HEARING 
AID VALUE 
IN THE AREA! 


Call today to schedule 
your comprehensive 
hearing evaluation. 


800-835-2001 


e 24-hour emergency 
service 


e Fully licensed & insured 
,, © Commerical/Residential 


www.emonds.com 


y 17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury 


_<= 860-657-4554 





Ralph Campagna, BC-HIS, CT #138 


amplisound ™ 
HEARING CARE CENTERS 


351 Merline Road, Ste 105, Vernon e www.amplisound.com 


Most insurances accepted: Anthem BCBS, United Healthcare, CT Medicaid, etc. f 


Providing Hearing Services to the Community since 1981 
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THE HARDWARE STORE FOR WOMEN 









, WITHOUT ‘U’ THERE | Get more 
i IS NO 'US" out of your 


| Thank you for being such 7 
A an important part of our business. } Su bscri pti on 


For us, it all comes down to ‘UW.’ 


You make it all work. by setting up 
: your digital 
account 
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We Appreciate Your Business. 
Quality is the Difference. 
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unbar Jewelers 





3| “SHOPS AT 30” Rte. 30 © Vernon * 860-872-2425 |F 
: | Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 10-5, Thurs. 10-7, Sat. 10-4 


Next to Rein’s Deli 


0% FINANCING ¢ CUSTOM DESIGN 
GEMOLOGIST ¢ APPRAISALS 





; VALUED 
SUBSCRIBER 


ad 


F R = = e More articles than what’s in print 
e Breaking News alerts with the mobile app 
p U VA A a =~ e Unlimited access to our website 


& e° yn M - S e eNewspaper, a digital replica of the 


paper emailed daily 
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PlayJumble.com It’s easy to start your online access! 


Visit: go-activate.com 
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Jumble Daily | Jumble Crossword Daily | Jumble Sunday 
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Chicago Tribune Hartford Courant Daily Press 
TRIBUNE THE MORNING CALL THE BALTIMORE SUN The Virginian-Pilot 
Orlando Sentinel SunSentinel 





AUTO REVIEW 


Taking in the Outlander 


By William Heald 


Special to Courant Community 


It’s really hard not to pull for an underdog. 

In these United States, Mitsubishi Motors 
has not had the kind of success they’ve had 
in other markets, but they have survived. 
And recently, help in this situation has been 
through an alliance with a car consortium 
that includes Nissan, which ultimately 
contributed considerable input into the 
Mitsubishi Outlander we review this week. 

In the past, Mitsubishi products have 
had some excellent drivetrains but suffered 
from some weak points like dated, lacklus- 
ter interiors and a lack of refinement with 
some models. But that was then and this 
is now, and the 2022 Outlander is a very 
slick compact three-row SUV that entices a 
broad variety of owners who are searching 
for something a little different in the genre. 

The new Outlander is more refined, more 
polished and has an excellent drivetrain that 
makes it a genuine pleasure to drive in an 
already very accomplished class. 

Our 2022 Outlander rides on a106.5-inch 
unibody chassis (same as the Nissan Rogue, 
which it shares some components) and 
comes in ES, SE and SEL versions (including 
SE and SEL Launch Editions) that have both 
2WD and AWD variants. All are powered 
by a 2.5-liter MIVEC inline four with direct 
injection that puts out 181 horsepower. 

The gearbox on all versions is a contin- 
uously variable transmission (CVT) with 
an electronically controlled shift lever and 
paddle shifters for 8-speed manual oper- 
ation. Our SEL S-AWC version (S-AWC 
stands for super all-wheel control) featured 
Mitsubishi’s extensively developed all wheel 





drive system that improves traction in all 
conditions, and is quick and unobtrusive 
in operation. There’s a drive mode selector 
including Tarmac, Gravel, Snow, Normal, 
Eco and Mud settings. 

The suspension is fairly absorbent and 
handling is reasonably taut for an SUV, with 
responsive steering that isn’t excessively 
light for an electric system. As equipped, 
the SEL S-AWC could tow a 2,000 lb. trailer. 

The cabin of the new Outlander is a 
dramatic improvement over previous gener- 
ations, with every aspect improved over the 
previous design. The SEL being the top trim 
line and fortified by the optional SEL Tour- 
ing Package, the seating is supportive with 
quality Aniline leather upholstery and detail 
touches such as machined aluminum and 
quilted synthetic leather door inserts make 
for a sophisticated atmosphere. 

The Drive-By-Wire shifter and digi- 
tal instrument cluster are likely gifts from 
Mitsubishi’s renowned electronics division, 
and the latest in driver assistance systems 
Gncluding adaptive cruise control, lane 
keeping assist, blind spot warning and rear 
cross traffic assist to name but a few) are on 
board. Venturing to the second row, you'll 
find seating with decent headroom and 
acceptable legroom, and seatbacks that fold 
in 40/20/40 increments, Access to the third 
row is tight as is the seating itself, best suited 
to kids or other types of leprechauns. With 
second and third rows folded, the cargo area 
maxes out at 78.3 cubic feet. 

The 2022 Mitsubishi Outlander SEL 
S-AWC is EPA rated 24 MPG city/30 high- 
way and has a base price of $33,745. With 
options, our MSRP came to $38,590. www. 
mitsubishicars.com 
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We can help make your shower or bath safer, beautiful, 
and maintenance free. 


60% OFF 


SHOWER & BATH INSTALLATION 


NOW UNTIL FEBRUARY 28, 2022! 
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860-362-2432" Advanced Shower,& Bath’ 


Connecticut Registration #0556507 Massachusetts Registration #176974 Licensed and Fully Insured Offer Valid 
2/1/22-2/28/22 “This ad supersedes all others. “Some restrictions may apply “Offers cannot be combined. “For qualified 
buyers and if paid in full. “A division of Advanced Window Systems, LLC 





The Confidence 


COMME) AS new connections continues 


Benchmark continues to proactively implement COVID-19 health 
and safety protocol Is so you can feel confident this is home. 





With support from our informed team of experts and 
associates, residents are continuing their normal routines and 
connecting with others with confidence. Together, new and 
existing residents are experiencing all Benchmark has to offer 
and staying active in community. Discover how we continue to 
create meaningful and fulfilling experiences for our residents. 


Schedule a tour today to see what makes 
Buckland Court home. 


Assisted Living | Memory Care 
432 Buckland Road | South Windsor 
860.791.3114 | VillageAtBucklandCourt.com 


AT BUCKLAND COURT 


A Benchmark Senior Living Experience 
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BANKRUPTCY 


BAIN MSO PIC Wo 


Chapter 7 <~ Chapter 13 


Susan M. Williams, LLC 
Attorney at Law 


& Over 25 Years Experience 


Licensed in 
Connecticut & Massachusetts 


Prevent or Stop Foreclosure * Eliminate Debt 
Stop Wage Garnishments ¢ Stop Creditor Harassment 
Call today and obtain your fresh start! 


FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
860.745.6611 


www.williams-law.com 
146 High Street, Enfield CT ¢ 100 Pearl Street, Hartford, CT 


Attorney Williams has been designated by Congress as a Debt Relief Agency. Attorney Williams 
has been helping people file for bankruptcy under the United States Code since 1990. 


BANKRUPTCY 


Law Office of 
Bonnie C. Mangan, P.C. 


¢ Bankruptcy Chapter 7 & 13 

¢ Real Estate (Purchase, Sale, Refinance) 
¢ Simple Wills 

¢ Probate & Estate Settlement 


¢ Uncontested Divorce & Divorce Mediation 


¢ Personal Injury 


Free Consultation 
Get your Fresh Start today! 
Westview Office Park,1050 Sullivan Avenue, 
Suite A3, South Windsor, CT, 06074 


860-644-4204 


www.manganlaw.com 
Serving Clients since 1988 
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FIELD APPLICATION SPECIALIST Eppendorf 
North America, Inc. seeks Field Application 
Specialist reporting to HQ office Enfield, 
CT to provide customer fulfillment ser- 
vices for implementation and use of scientific 
laboratory automation equipment and design, 
program, and optimize applications; Conduct 
product demonstrations, training, method 
development, application support and trouble- 
shooting on lab automation equipment and 
applications; and Coordinate with marketing 
and service teams. Position requires Master’s 
in Biology or related life science field and 2 
years of laboratory experience (or Bachelor's 
and 5 years progressive experience) working 
with each of the following: Next Generation 
Sequencing Library preparation and analysis 
of sequencing results; PCR and gPCR as- 
say optimization including primer design 
and cycling conditions; Automated liquid 
handlers including generating new methods 
and optimization; and Bead based DNA 
and RNA purification. Will accept foreign 
academic equivalent. Experience could have 
been gained in any job title. Position reports to 
HQ office in Enfield, CT. Telecommuting home 
Office travel position. Can reside anywhere in 
U.S. and telecommute from home. Requires 
travel 70% of time throughout U.S. approx. 
3-4 days per week, 36 weeks per year to visit 
customers and attend scientific trade shows, 
symposiums and conferences. Email resume 
to hr@eppendorf.com. 
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YOU NAME IT! OIL TANKS-ALL SIZES 
WE HAUL IT! REMOVALS-REPLACEMENTS 


GARAGES - ATTICS FREE QUOTES 
BASEMENTS 860-643-5134 


JUNK REMOVAL attankmasters.com 
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FREE ESTIMATES 
I'LL BEAT ANY ESTIMATE! 

LOW PRICE HEATING OIL SPECIAL 
CALL TODAY 


660-875-2931 
HOME DELIVERY 


860-645-3758 too. 


Bill The 


Handyman 
§60-654-0180 


Reg. #554105 


Heating/ 
PN am Ofoyatolis(eyaliare) 


A-1 PROPANE 


PROPANE DELIVERY-LOW PRICES 
PROPANE TANKS-ALL SIZES 


§60-643-1952 


Q-1PrONANe.COM wos 





























CITYWIDE 
HOMES 


FULL SERVICE REMODELERS 


Sick of poor service and generic 
quality from contractors? We return 
every call, email, and text. We keep 
every appointment. We stay educated 
and on-trend. No job is too big or too 
small. We are trustworthy and honest. 
FOR PICS AND REVIEWS GO TO OUR GOOGLE 
LISTING AND CITYWIDEHOMESCT.COM 


Kitchens, baths, tile, flooring, drywall, 
paint, windows, doors, decks, siding, 
roofs, and everything else. 

Call us at 860-836-0297 
ALL CALLS RETURNED - GUARANTEED! 


CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED * LIC # HIC.0639110 


Home Improvement 





JONES 


HEATING SERVICE, LLC 


SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION 


24 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 


ss | BOILER / FURNACE 
ERIC JONES - Owner REPLACEMENTS 


WEEKNIGHT AND WEEKEND APPTS. 
860-429-1599 
860-550-0169 


CT Lic. #392833 and Insured 


Nat 
BAS 





BROTHERS OIL 


THE SMARTEST WAY TO BUY OIL 


Senior and Volume Discount 


Automatic delivery at NO EXTRA COST 
Heating/Air Conditioning/Maintenance 
Repair/Installation 
24 Hour Burner Service Available 


§60-648-4400 


www.trinksBrothers.com 


Lic.# $1395747 HOD 485 





Debris Hauling Heating/ 
PNT am Orelarelinroyaliare) 
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PAINTERS, LLC 


Specializing in All Phases of 
Interior Painting, Staining, 
Tex. Ceilings, Tex. Removal, 
WP Removal, Rep. Windows. 
Home Improvements & Carpentry. 


FREE Est © Insured @ #574298 
KEVIN GREER 


860-646-7760 


fourseasonspainters.net 


ail a=\ucelere, 


ALL SEASON FIREWOOD 
Cut, Split & Delivered. $225/cord 
Call Karl 860-429-7919 


BUY & SELL 


ALWAYS BUYING ANTIQUES Military, Old 
Sports Mem, Jewelry, Watches, Coins, Art, 
Advertising, Old Arcade, Toys, Old Auto Parts, 
Phonographs, Microphones. Plus lots of other 
old items! Cash Paid! Call 860-718-5132 


ANTIQUES Always buying. Cash paid. 1 item 
or entire estate! Clocks, military, cameras, 
watches, toys, posters, art, jewelry, signs, mu- 
sical instruments. Plus more! (860) 707-9350 


WANTED: RADIOS - short Wave, Ham, CB, 
Vintage electronics, amps, Tube electronics. 
Old guitars. Audio Equip. Musical Instruments 
Please call 860-707-9350 


PRO-FORM ELLIPTICAL MACHINE 
Endurance 520-E. Like New. Never Used, 
Manual Incld. $450 OBO Call: 860-338-1765 
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Learn how lighting can transform a home 
with individual style 





(BPT) - Your home is a reflection of who you are and is where you should feel your best. When 
designing spaces, it’s important to select pieces that evoke your personality and add interest to your 
surroundings. One of the biggest opportunities to define a room is through lighting that adds touches 
of fashion and function. 


Lighting helps pull a room aesthetic together, much like how a special accessory such as a 
necklace or tie elevates an outfit. Selecting lighting should be done thoughtfully, with each option 
complementing - not competing - with the surroundings. Lighting is meant to enhance the other 
elements of the room and add a distinguished finishing touch. 


If you’re considering updating your lighting, it’s important to take time to determine what you like 
and how that can be integrated into spaces. Every room tells a story, and the goal is for the lighting 
to be an extension of that tale. 


To get started, ask yourself some questions: 

e Do you like the warmth of traditional design? 

e Do you lean toward clean lines of contemporary, modern forms? 

e Do you prefer a transitional, more eclectic approach to design? 

e |s there a period of time with design that is particularly appealing to you? 

<t e |s there a destination or place in the world that inspires your style preferences? 


Oe le | Eye-catching lighting that complements the space is a top design trend, especially as people are 

ae | spending more time at home. Kohler Lighting is continuously evolving offerings to meet the myriad 
design preferences homeowners have. Three new collections demonstrate how different designs can 
meet these varying styles. 


If you like lush, vintage design: 


Do you adore designs kissed with opulence and grandeur, similar to styles in the Golden Age of 
Hollywood throughout the 1920s to the 1940s? This decor reflected the lavish style of the film 
industry, embracing opulence and grandeur in designs that made a lasting impression. 


The Tresdoux lighting collection captures the magic of this classic era and transforms it into a 
modern collection. The signature look features a mixture of materials and textures, pairing delicate 
matte ribbed-glass shades with scalloped metal details. From sconces and bath bars to chandeliers, 
the fixtures feel sumptuous and rich - while never overpowering the space. It’s the ideal marriage of 
boldness and refinement. 


If you like modern style and clean lines: 


Look for lighting options with distinct forms for striking elegance. For example, the Kraga collection 
offers a variety of lighting options that are a creative take on mid-century modern designs with a 
sophisticated twist. Each eye-catching fixture is artistically crafted utilizing curved, linear metal 
pieces that fit in modern and traditional spaces. 


This collection of lighting is sculptural, with an elegance that is bold, yet understated. Devoid of 
unnecessary decorative elements, these lights rely instead on the purity of pared down form and 
hand-selected materials. Crafted from smooth, cast metal frames fitted with glowing, cast-glass, 
creamy white globes, each Kraga lighting design is an expressive work of art, with its own unique 
personality and individual flair. 


If you like traditional, equestrian design: 


If refined elegance that takes cues from nature appeals to you, look for lighting that offers a creative 
approach to traditional English country decor. You may be interested in the Terret Collection that is 
inspired by British equestrian design, updated through a palette of organic materials to individualize 
each piece. 


Designs draw from early English country decor, where owners would bring the beauty of their 
pastoral surroundings into their interiors, blending leathers and textiles, their varied textures and 
tailored forms, with the rustic beauty of wrought iron, weathered wood and glassworks. The Terret 
lighting collection reflects those ideals, evoking a gentle pastoral era, bringing the equestrian style to 
a contemporary audience. 


Your home is your sanctuary. It’s where you work, play, relax and can feel like yourself. Lighting 
enhances the personality of your home and makes it as individual as you are. 
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Winter Essentials ¢ Birding ° Housewares ° e Cleaning Supplies ¢ Pets Plastics e Tools ° Automotive 


©) Garden Products ¢ Bulk Stone ° Pa 0 Pavers ° ( e Craft Supplies ¢ Frames ¢ Candles ° ss ° Painting Supplies 


TY Products 


Duraflame 
Logs 


Reg 14.99 


Goodyear ons Reese Ratchet 
Rubber Air Hose So Fx 2 Pack 


Reg 29.99] 10° Ciaae Reg 13.99 


Reg 44.99 


GreatfatcRentals @ 


770 Sullivan Ave, South Windsor 


(860) 289-7821 Stump Grinder 
Bandit SG40 


Bandit 65XP Bandit 2550XP 


Bandit 12XP Bobcat S530 


Chippers Bandit 18XP- 


* Attachments 
Available 


Bobcat MT55 
Bobcat T450 “a Mini Track Loader 


Track Loader 
Bobcat MT85 


Bobcat T590 3 Ds EMA Mini Track Loader 
Track Loader \ 


Bobcat T450 Track Loader 


Bobcat MT55 Mini Track John Deere 320g 


Loader Bobcat T7590 Track Loader 


Bobcat MT85 Mini Track 


4 consecutive months rental required. Certificate of insurance, valid drivers license & 


Tomcat 
Mouse Killer 


Reg 6.99 
=. Detail Sander 


Reg 39.99 


Grease Gun 


Reg 12.99 


3M 
a \y Respirators 


~ 


HIRING 


Bella Totes 


10 Gallon 


Rainx Latitude Caatneneer 
Wiper Blades | 


Low Everyday Prices 


GS1930 
GS2632 
260MRT 


*Attachments 


Available 


Bobcat E10 Excavator 
Bobcat E20 Excavator 
Bobcat E26 Excavator 
Bobcat E32 Excavator 
Bobcat E35i Excavator 
Bobcat E42 Excavator 


Loader credit card required per the terms and conditions of the rental contract. 


Cashiers Needed. 
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Oo 
Daily & Monat Rates CH) op) 


Available 


Fie 
; \ Kubota kx57 


CAT 232d3 Skid-steer 


8085T Wacker Loader 


CAT 242d3 Skid-steer 


Plow or 


Black Oil 
Sunflower 


Paint Brush Set 


Quick Find 
Tape Measure 


Reg 4.99 


CAT249d3 


CAT259d3 


CAT232d3 


CAT242d3 


Takeuchi TW80O 


pusher available for extra charge 





